5/3/2016

GTSR Avalanche Hazard Forecast

As of 5-3-2016 at 5:27AM

(this forecast expires on 5-4-2016 at 5:27AM)

https://home.nps.gov/applications/glac/gtsravalhazard/gtsravalhazard.cfm

This information is intended for Park employees and contractors working on the Going-to-the-5un Road

The Loop

Additional avalanche
hazards exist in the
area below the loop.

Haystack Creek

Alps

These hazards are noted
in the notes below.

~Avalanche

Big Bend

Avalanche Hazard Forecast

Avalandhe Rating

Moderate

Avalanche Probability

Mostly stable snow. Matural avalanches are
unlikely to affect the Going-to-the-Sun Road.

Areas of unstable snow. Natural avalanches
possible and small avalanches may affect the
Zoing-to-the-Sun Road.

Mosthy unstable snow. Natural avalanches likehy

to affect the Going-to-the-Sun Road. A modarate

to large amount of snow on the road is possibla.

Widespread unstable snow. Natwral avalanchas
certain. A large amount of snow on the Going-
to-the-Sun Road is likely,

| Informaticn not available or no ating was

obtained,

Avalanche Forecast

Mountain Weather

Triple Arches

East Side
Slopes

Siyeh
Bend

Jackson

Glacier

Overlook St Mar

2 Kilometers

Travel Danger

Ganerally safe

Ganerally safe with
spotter

Travel not recommend-
ed. Emergency traffic
only if warranted.

Avoid Travel on
Road

2 Miles
Work Danger

Wark genarally safe.
Maormal operations

Mormal operations with
caution. Use of spotter
may be necassary.

Work not safe.

Work not safe.

Currently, the temperature at Logan Pass and Garden Wall weather station is 48°F. Sunny, dry and warm
conditions will persist over GNP today with only an isolated shower possible for Wednesday as a ridge of high
pressure dominates. A pattern change will occur on Thursday with an increasing chance of showers and
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thunderstorms, followed by cooler, showery, and breezy weather Friday.

Snowpack

Another warm period with no significant refreeze for the last 48+ hours is upon us. Clear skies overnight will
provide a thin surficial refreeze, but this won’t lastlong once the sun comes up. Fortunately, most avalanche
prone areas have already melted out or been active, minimizing danger in these areas. With warmer than
normal temps and clear, sunny skies today, | expect some wet loose activity in steep areas like The Slopes. As
Rime melts off the upper divide, | anticipate rock fall to become more active later in the day as well.

Glide cracks still exist on slopes above the GTSR in Big Bend. This season has been a rather active glide
avalanche season along the GTSR, and these types of avalanches are very difficult to predict. With the
rewarming over the weekend, | suspect these could become active again and minimizing work in this area is
recommended.

Cornice failure also becomes more likely as things warm. Most areas with significant cornice fall hazard have
little or no remaining snow below them, making it highly unlikely they would trigger any significant avalanche
activity. Exercising normal caution in these areas is recommended.

Today the avalanche danger is LOW
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Informational Links
® GTSR Avalanche Forecast, pictures, graphs and information
® Avalanche Glossary

B GTSR avalanche hazard posting Authorized personnel only
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http://home.nps.gov/applications/glac/parkoffice/parkoffice.cfm?office=gtsraval
http://www.avalanche.org/
http://glac.nps.gov/gtsravalhazard/gtsravalhazardlogin.cfm

